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WELCOME TO WORSHIP  
  

March 5, 2023 

 

 Gathering Song: I Give All to You   

  

  

    † Call to Worship (Isaiah 25: 1,4,6,8) 

Pastor:   LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness you have 

done wonderful things, things planned long ago. 

People:  You have been a refuge for the poor, a refuge for the needy in their distress, a shelter from 

the storm and a shade from the heat. 

Pastor:   He will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; 

People:  In that day they will say “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. 

Unison:  This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.” 

  

  

  

† Hymn: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name   

  

  

† Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
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First Scripture Readings 

Matthew 6:19-34 Responsive 

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where 

thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin 

do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  

21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy,  your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if 

your eyes are unhealthy,  your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, 

how great is that darkness! 

24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what 

you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes?  

26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add 

a single hour to your life? 

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the f lowers of the field grow. They do not labor or 

spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is 

how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he 

not much more clothe you—you of little faith?  

31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 

wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 

them.  

33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 

well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 

enough trouble of its own. 

1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take 

nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 

   9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 

desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from 

the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  

17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 

wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for 

our enjoyment.  
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18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this 

way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may 

take hold of the life that is truly life.  

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
  

 † Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen.  Amen. 

  

  

† Hymn: Jesus Calls Us 

  

  

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory: Sheep May Safely Graze     by J.S. Bach, arr. by E. Petri      

Yuta Sugano, Musician 

  

  

† Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts. 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

  

 Second Scripture Readings 
  

Luke 12:13-21 Responsive 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”  

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he said to 

them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance 

of possessions.” 

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest.  17 He 



4 

 

thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will 

store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take 

life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get 

what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”  

  

Luke 18:18-30 Responsive 

18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  

19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 20 You know the 

commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall 

not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’” 

21 “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 

22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to 

the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 Jesus looked at him and 

said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”  

26 Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 

28 Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!”  

29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or brothers or sisters or 

parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 will fail to receive many times as much in this 

age, and in the age to come eternal life.”  

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
  

 

Sermon: The Man Who Made a Terrible Choice 

Dr. James N. McGuire 

  

  

Pastoral Prayer 
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The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (page 6) 

 

† Hymn: Living for Jesus 

 

† Responsive Litany (Romans 8:31-34) 

Pastor:  What, then, shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who can be against us? 

People: He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along 

with him, graciously give us all things? 

Pastor: Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen?  It is God who justifies. 

Unison: Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God 

and is also interceding for us. 

 

 

 

† Benediction 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome, Announcements and Prayers 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. James N. McGuire, Pastor 
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The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

The Apostle’s Creed (Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin May, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into 

hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth  on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness 

of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayer of Confession (Psalm 51:1-7) 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your unfailing love;  
according to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions. 

 
Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

 
For I know my transgressions, 

and my sin is always before me. 
 
Against you, you only have I sinned 

and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are proved right when you speak  
and justified when you judge. 

 
Surely I was sinful at birth, 

sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
 
Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; 

you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 
 
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;  

wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
 

Receiving the Elements of the Lord’s Supper  
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Next Sunday, March 12, we spring forward for Daylight Savings Time. 

 

Volunteers Needed 

Please consider volunteering to work with the children during the time parents are in the worship 
service.  Our goal is to teach them the Word of God that they will come to love Jesus.   A simple 

curriculum is available. Sign up in the Narthex.  Even once a month would be appreciated.  Please 

see Donna Whiting if interested. If teaching is not your gift, consider being a helper. 

We have opened the Baby Nursery, too.  Primarily for babies and toddlers, it is a quiet place.  

Would you be a stand-by person for the times when little ones come with their families?  Also, 

sign up in the Narthex. 

  

Ladies Bible Study Meets on Tuesday Mornings 

Every week eight or ten ladies meet for Bible study, prayer, and fellowship.  They meet here at 

the church at 10 am for about an hour.   If you are interested, please see Judy Dellinger, or call 

her. 

 

Working Toward a New Church Directory 

You may have noticed that our church directory is out-of-date.  Plans are underway to replace 

it.  A pressing need is someone who can photograph people/families who are new or have had 

significant changes in their family situation.  Please see Bev if you can help. 
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Heidelberg Catechism Q. 96.  What is God’s will for us in the second commandment? 

A. That we in no way make any image of God nor worship him in any other way than he has 

commanded in his Word. 

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

General Fund giving last week:     

$4,805 

Total giving to date in Feb.: $16,670 

  

 

Thank you for your faithful giving to the 

Lord. 
 

  

 

  

Our congregation is happy to pray for your prayer 

requests. Please let Bev know when prayers are 

answered and the name can be removed.  Thank you. 

 

 

  

  

 

 

In Need of Prayer 
Janet Young, hospice, continued peace 
Brenda’s brother, Bernard, kidney, hope 
Brenda for a new cardiologist 
Bunny Rector, transition new residence 
Jennifer’s dad, decisions for cancer care 
Ed Steele, for mobility, back pain 
Pat Grad’s, sister, Priscilla, health 
Jane Kirkpatrick, encouragement 
Darlene Little, heart and dialysis 
Ron’s brother, HIV, needs housing 
Maureen, dear friend of Lisa Lochrie 
Reagan, child with seizures 
   
For those who grieve: 
Sean’s family in death of Martin 

Donna Whiting, sister 
Bunny Rector, husband 
Ellen Dorman, husband 
Kelly Rende, wife 
Sam Hutson, wife 
Linda Szczepanek, multiple losses 
Engebretsons, daughter, brother 
Hartigs, son 
Electrica Woods, sister 
Linda Davis, 4 family members in 2 yrs. 
Reginia Higgs, mother 
Lucy McGuire, niece, Joanna 

In Need of Prayer 

Paul McGuire, son of Jimmy and Lucy, hospitalized 

Ray Boone, completed chemo, pray for strength 

Benita Puzzuoli, strength, ongoing treatments 
Linda & Ray Johnson’s son Ryan, for health 

Felicia, breast cancer, relative of Sean Murphy 
Domingo, needs transplants; LaShell cancer 
Emily, friend of Isles family, salvation and employment 

Don Rende’s brother, Bob, failing health 
Sean’s aunt & uncle, Sonja/Ronnie, heavy caregiving  

Rob, friend of Jen Freese, in nursing home, for salvation 
Rachel Hopson, deliverance from worldly ways (Sean) 
Debbie, Pam Paglino’s friend, ovarian cancer returned 

Krystal’s cousin, heart valve surgery, doing well 
Donna Whiting’s sister’s family in grief 
Judy Vershave and family in Florida 

Cindi Taaffee’s godson, Michael, for employment 
Sheila, Isles family, burns, family care 

Isles’ Aunt Rose has a placement for care, Mar 3 
Lance, brother-in-law of Isles, liver failure 
Sue Isles, sister-in-law of Ron/Karen, on chemo  

Pray for Nate Lochrie, a fire fighter, for safety each day 
Pray for the survivors of earthquake in Turkey/Syria 
Pray for students and families at Michigan State 

 

  

 

Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they 

should always pray and not give up.  Luke 18:1ff  


