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WELCOME TO WORSHIP  
  

October 1, 2023 

 

 

Gathering Song: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name  

  

  

             † Call to Worship (Psalm 100) 

Pastor: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with 

joyful songs. 

People: Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us and we are his; we are his people, the sheep 

of his pasture. 

Pastor:  Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his 

name. 

Unison: For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues for all 

generations. 

 

  

† Hymn:  Jesus, Lover of My Soul  

  

  

† Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
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First Scripture Readings 

Romans 3:19-31 Responsive 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 

may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared 

righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our 

sin. 

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and 

the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  

There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 2 

5 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received 

by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 

committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, 

so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in   Jesus. 

27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires works? No, 

because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the 

works of the law.  

29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, 30 since there 

is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that same 

faith. 31 Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law. 

  

Isaiah 53: 1-12 Responsive 

1 Who has believed our message 

    and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

    and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

4 Surely he took up our pain 

    and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered him punished by God, 

    stricken by him, and afflicted. 

  



3 
 

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

    and by his wounds we are healed. 

6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

    each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed and afflicted, 

    yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 

    Yet who of his generation protested? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living; 

    for the transgression of my people he was punished.  

9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

    and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, 

    nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 

    and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, 

he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 

    and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 

11 After he has suffered, 

    he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 

    and he will bear their iniquities.  

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,  

    and he will divide the spoils with the strong,  

because he poured out his life unto death, 

    and was numbered with the transgressors. 

For he bore the sin of many, 

    and made intercession for the transgressors. 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
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 † Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen.  Amen. 

 

 
 

† Hymn: There is a Redeemer 

  

       Presentation of Tithes and Offerings     

“Great is His Faithfulness” by Mezzo Soprano Elaine Clay  Accompanist Yuta Sugano 

  

†  Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
  

 Second Scripture Readings 

Matthew 26:36-46 Responsive 

  

36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I 

go over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to 

be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 

death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may 

this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 

  
40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for 

one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is 

willing, but the flesh is weak.”      

42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken 

away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 

43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So he left them 

and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing. 

45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the 

hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! Let us go! Here 

comes my betrayer!” 
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Luke 22:39-46 Responsive 

39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 40 On reaching the place, 

he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.”  

41 He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are 

willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”  

43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 And being in anguish, he prayed more 

earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 

45 When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from 

sorrow. 46 “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into 

temptation.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

Sermon: Why This Agony? 
Dr. James N. McGuire 

  

  

Pastoral Prayer  

  

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (see page  

 

 

† Hymn: Jesus Paid It All 

  

Responsive Litany (Romans 5:1-2; 6-8) 

Pastor:  Therefore since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 

People:  through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.  And we 

boast in the hope of the glory of God. 

Pastor:  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 

People: Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might 

possibly dare to die. 

Unison: But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died       

for us. 
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Benediction 

  

 

  

   

       Welcome, Announcements, and Prayers 

  

 

 

Dr. James N. McGuire, Pastor                Yuta Sugano, Musician 
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by your Word and Spirt in such a way that more and more we submit to you. Keep your church strong  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

To Our Visitors 
We welcome you and hope our worship enables you to draw near to God through Christ Jesus, 
and that you feel welcome among us.  Please sign our guest book in the Narthex. 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 

In Need of Prayer 
Rosie, Linda’s daughter, grieving 
Brenda, for improved health 
Ed, for mobility, back pain 
Nancy, health 
Darlene, heart and dialysis, in hospital 
Maureen, dear friend of Lisa  
Raven, child with seizures 
Pray for caregivers of those who are ill 
Jack W, deep grief, loss of wife 
Brenda’s nephew and his friends for 
encouragement and better jobs, and 
For nephew Glenn: serious illness 
Richard, recent stem cell transplant   
successful, home and improving! 
Caroline M’s mother, failing  
College students, for continuing faith 
Jennet family, illness and deaths 
Linda S, breathing concerns 
Janet Evans, confusion (in AZ) 

Pickett family 

Alicia, niece of Carolyn, cancer 

diagnosis 

  

 

In Need of Prayer 
Enrique, continues hospital care in Korea 
Weston, 20-year old grandson, home/improving 
Lisa, Pastor’s niece, newly discovered cancer 
Gladys, for restored strength 
Benita, improved blood counts 
Jalene, MS flare-up and heart attack, husband caring for her 
Domingo, needs transplants; LaShell, cancer 
Sean’s aunt & uncle, heavy caregiving 
Debbie, Pam’s friend, improved, more chemo 
Judy V. and family in Florida 
Lance, brother-in-law of Isles family 
Sue, sister-in-law of Isles family 
Ron, age 34, heart failure, needs heart transplant 
Katalee, for full healing of lymphoma 
Sarah, for strength to carry her load 
Ryan, age 16, recent kidney transplant, also the family 
donor 
Donna’s friends, Janene & Sam, who has a bad infection 
Tom & Carol’s son, back surgery, needs care of family 
Pastor Scott McKee, serious cancer 
  
The Jennet family with 2 cancer patients needing care 
  

  

General Fund giving last week: $3,701 
Total giving in Sept: $17,463 
 

  

Our sincere sympathy to Mike and Annette Mathers in 

the recent death of his mother at the age of 94. Please 

pray for decisions by the family for care of his father 

who requires much care. 

  

Heidelberg Catechism Q. 123. What does the second request mean? A. Thy kingdom come 
means, Rule us by your Word and Spirt in such a way that more and more we submit to you. 
Keep your church strong and add to it. Destroy the devil’s work: destroy every force which 
revolts against you and every conspiracy against your Word. Do this until your kingdom is so 
complete and perfect that in it you are all in all. 

  

  

  

A.  

  

  



8 
 

  
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 
† The Apostles Creed Unison  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into 
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

† Prayer of Confession (Psalm 51:1-7) Unison 
1 Have mercy on me, O God,  
according to your unfailing love;  
according to your great compassion  
blot out my transgressions. 
 
2 Wash away all my iniquity  
and cleanse me from my sin.  
 
3 For I know my transgressions,  
and my sin is always before me.  
 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned  
and done what is evil in your sight,  
so that you are proved right when you speak  
and justified when you judge.  
 
5 Surely I was sinful at birth,  
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  
 
6 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;  
you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.  
 
7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;  
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.  

 

Receiving the Elements of the Lord’s Supper 
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