To Our Visitors

We welcome you and hope our worship enables you to draw near to God through Christ Jesus, and
that you feel welcome among us. Please sign our guest book in the Narthex.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:17

Prayer needs

Chet D. respiratory problems

Brenda, very long work hours, and for
improved lab results

Ed, for mobility with less pain

Jen, for healing of ankle, chest concerns
Sherrie, Jen’s friend, kidney tumor
Marcus Liew, for restoration of vision
Kay, continued faith, poor prognosis
Maureen, dear friend of Lisa

Jean, friend of Cheri, breast cancer
Justin, wisdom re: job

Shiv and NamHui moving soon, details
Pastor Scott McKee

Premature twins at 24 weeks, that they
will thrive, friends of Bodnar family

All who hate their neighbors to be
restrained.

Shiv for employment in Seattle

Leona, 4th grader, for confidence

Jack E, severe vision problems

Senie E, pain in hips, legs, back

Thank you for your faithful giving.

Giving on May 5: $5,006
Giving to date in May: $5,006

Prayer need

Mike Mathers, poor health, and Annette, strength to help
Elder Ray B, painful legs, disturbed sleep

Benita, for continued normal lab results

Glad, getting stronger

Bunny, for continued strength

Lance, liver failure, and Sue, cancer: concerns for care of son
with Downs syndrome.

Krystal’s friend, Lolita, esophageal cancer

Noah, age 14, strong faith as he transfers to public school
Lisa, Pastor’s niece, multiple cancers

College students for continuing faith and clear witness
Pray for strength for caregivers in families of the ill

Pray for our military as they serve in dangerous places
Rene, age 53, breast cancer, receiving chemo

Sue Work, continued lung problems

Family (3 members) of Carolyn K, health issues

Dan, local firefighter, rare kidney disease, friend of Nate
Michael, discovery of bladder cancer

Johnny, injury in a fall, not doing well, and wife, Betty
Our children’s Sunday school teachers

Marie, respect in her new job

Winifred, adjustment to new foster child in her home

Pray for faithful Pastors and Christians in Central Asia who are often

in danger in these difficult places. Pray for Dave and

Carol Fogleboch as they uphold and encourage these believers in the
Lord Jesus. Remember also to pray for Tim North also in harms way

in the Middle East.

Heidelberg Catechism Q. 23. What are other articles a Christian must believe? A...and in Jesus Christ,
his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary;

suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and was buried; he descended into hell; the third day

he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father
almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

12

/\\ CHRIST

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Welcome to Worship
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Gathering Song: O God, Our Help in Ages Past (page 7)

+ Call to Worship (Selections from Psalm 118)

Pastor: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.
People: The LORD is my strength and my song: he has become my salvation.
Pastor: The LORD is God and he has made his light to shine upon us.

People: You are my God; | will exalt you.

Unison: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his love endures forever.

t Hymn: Like a River Glorious (page 8)

T Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer

tStanding as you are able

23455 Novi Road
Novi Ml 48375

Pastor: Dr. James N. McGuire

248-719-7787



First Scripture Readings
Today’s Reader: Mark Tarpinian
Matthew 25:31-46 Responsive

31 “\When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glori-
ous throne. *? All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one

from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. ** He will put the sheep on his
right and the goats on his left.

3% “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father;
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. ** For |
was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, % needed clothes and you clothed me, | was
sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.’

3 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you something to drink? ** When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothe you? ** When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’

% «The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

" “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. ** For | was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, |
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, ** | was a stranger and you did not invite me in, |
needed clothes and you did not clothe me, | was sick and in prison and you did not look after

’

me.

* “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or need-
ing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’

> “He will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did
not do for me.’

“ “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Sermon Notes and Prayer Requests
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Moment by Moment

John 12:1-8 Responsive

1 six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had
raised from the dead. > Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus
was among those reclining at the table with him.

*Then Mary took about a pint@] of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Je-
sus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume.

“But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, > “Why wasn’t
this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.[m” ®He did
not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the
money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.

7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for
the day of my burial. ® You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always
have me.”

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

T Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

t Hymn: Make Me a Blessing (page 9 )

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory: Nearer, My God to Thee arr. by Yuta Sugano


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john12%3B1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26584a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john12%3B1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26586b

Second Scripture Readings Make Me a Blessing
1 Peter 2:1-12 Responsive

Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every
kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your
salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

* As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and pre-
cious to him— °you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

®For in Scripture it says:

“ See, | lay a stone in Zion,
a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him
will never be put to shame.”

"Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

and,
“A stone that causes people to stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were
destined for.
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°But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special posses-
sion, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his won-
derful light. ®0Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

“Dear friends, | urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage
war against your soul. 12 ive such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you
of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.



Like a River Glorious

Philippians 3:7-21 Responsive

" But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, |
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whose sake | have lost all things.

I consider them garbage, that | may gain Christ ° and be found in him, not having a righteous-
ness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith.

%] want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death,™ and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection
from the dead.

12 \ot that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but | press on
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. ** Brothers and sisters, | do not
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, *I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

> All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you
think differently, that too God will make clear to you. *® Only let us live up to what we have
already attained.

7 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a
model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. *®For, as | have often told you before and
now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.’ Their destiny
is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set
on earthly things.

2Byt our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ, 2 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will trans-
form our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Sermon: Keeping Your Eye on the Prize
Dr. James N. McGuire

Pastoral Prayer

+ Hymn: Moment by Moment (page 9)

Responsive Litany (Ephesians 5:1, 8, 18-19)

Pastor: Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love,

just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God.

People: For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of
the light and find out what pleases the Lord.

Pastor: Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from
the Spirit.

Unison: Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the
Father for everything, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Benedictions

Welcome, Announcements and Prayers

Dr. James N. McGuire, Pastor Musician: Yuta Sugano

O God, Our Help in Ages Past



