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 To  Our Visitors 
We welcome you and hope our worship enables you to draw near to God through Christ Jesus, and 

that you feel welcome among us.  Please sign our guest book in the Narthex. 

Rejoice always,  pray without ceasing,  give thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 

Prayer needs 

Brenda, for Brenda’s health and  

for her sister’s also    

Jean, friend of Cheri, breast cancer 

Pastor Scott McKee 

All who hate their neighbors, to be  

      restrained 

Leona, 6th grader, for confidence 

Elder Jack E, severe vision problems 

Senie E,  severe pain in back 

Our children, who are learning about  

   Jesus at home and in Sunday School 

Claudine Sordyl’s uncle, Richard 

Cheri’s friend, Nancy, in hospice 

Sister of Sue Dial and also death of her  

 brother-in-law 

Diane Carr, grief, questions of future 

Justin, new employment 

For Ellen Dorman’s son,  cardiac surg. 

 

Prayer need 

Chet Doak, hospitalized for IV Therapy for leg 

Carolyn Krueger, senior facility 

Bunny, for continued strength 

Glad, in hospital, awaiting hospice bed. 

Joshua, Son-in-law of  Johnsons, in the Navy, his ship           

 has deployed to Saudi Arabia 

Sue  Work, for continued improvement 

Lance, liver failure, relative of Isles family 

Krystal’s friend, Lolita, esophageal cancer 

Lisa, Pastor’s niece, multiple cancers 

Pray for our military as they serve in dangerous places 

Family (3 members) of Carolyn K, health issues 

Johnny, injury in a fall, not doing well, and wife, Betty 

Emilee for a job, and for several family members’ health 

Diane, friend of Cheri, fall with injury 

Kadyjah’s family, for peace  

Pam’s father, Nathan, in pain,   

Judy Carr, infection in leg, improving 

Kevin, laid off,  For new employment 

Pray for those who are grieving the loss of loved ones  

 

Thank you for your faithful giving. 
 

Giving for October 6: $3,990 
October giving to date: $3,990 

 
Heidelberg Catechism.  Q 43: What further advantage do we receive from Christ’s sacrifice 
and death on the cross? A. Through Christ’s death our old selves are crucified, put to death, 
and buried with him, so that the evil desires of the flesh may no longer rule us, but that in-
stead we may dedicate ourselves as an offering of gratitude to him. 

Pray for all the people injured or displaced in the two       

hurricanes in the South.  Pray for organizations such as     

Samaritans Purse and the Red Cross that they will be able   

to comfort and provide for the victims. 

   

 

 
 
             

 
Welcome to Worship 

 
October 13, 2024 

 
Gathering  Song: O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (page 6) 

 

† Call to Worship (from Psalm 46) 

Pastor:  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

People: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth gives way, and the mountains 

   fall into the heart of the sea. 

Pastor:   There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the 

  Most High dwells. God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of 

  day. 

People: He says, “Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will 

 be exalted in the earth. 

Unison: The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 
 

† Hymn: Crown Him with Many Crowns (page 7) 
 
 

† Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

† Standing as you are able 

Christ  
  

Presbyterian church 

23455 Novi Road 
Novi MI 48375 

Pastor: Dr. James N. McGuire 
248-719-7787 
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 First Scripture Readings 
 

Today’s Reader:  Cathie Cheslak 
 

James 1:2-12  Responsive 
 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds,3 because 
you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its 
work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding 
fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not 
doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the 
wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person is 
double-minded and unstable in all they do. 

9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the rich 
should take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the 
sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is de-
stroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their business. 

12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person 
will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 

 

2 Timothy 4:1-8 Responsive 
1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view 
of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in sea-
son and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruc-
tion.  

3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit 
their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 
itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to 
myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evange-
list, discharge all the duties of your ministry.  

 

6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is 
near. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is 
in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to 
me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
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Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be,  

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

Hymn: Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim (page 9) 

 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory:  “Holy, Holy, Holy”      Arr: Cindy Berry
          Linda Johnson 

               

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise him all creatures here below, 

Praise him above you heavenly hosts, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Second  Scripture Readings 

 

Hebrews 3:7-19 Responsive 
7 So, as the Holy Spirit says: 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 
8 

    do not harden your hearts 

as you did in the rebellion, 
    during the time of testing in the wilderness, 
9 where your ancestors tested and tried me, 
    though for forty years they saw what I did. 
10 That is why I was angry with that generation; 
    I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, 
    and they have not known my ways.’ 
11 So I declared on oath in my anger, 
    ‘They shall never enter my rest.’       >>>>> 



4  

 

12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns 
away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
“Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 14 We have come to 
share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end. 15 As has 
just been said: 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 
    do not harden your hearts 
    as you did in the rebellion.” 

16 Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of 
Egypt? 17 And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, 
whose bodies perished in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did God swear that they would 
never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed? 19 So we see that they were not able to 
enter, because of their unbelief. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24—10:13 Responsive 
 

24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such 
a way as to get the prize.  
 

25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a 
crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.  
 

26 Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating 
the air. 27 No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to 
others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.  

 

10:1 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors 
were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized 
into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.  
 

3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from 
the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God  

was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.  

          
6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things 
as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat 
down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 

          >>>>> 
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I Give All To You 
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Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 
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 8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three 
thousand of them died. 9 We should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were killed by 
snakes. 10 And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel. 
11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on 
whom the culmination of the ages has come. 12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be care-
ful that you don’t fall!  
13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he 
will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can endure it. 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

 
Sermon: The Crown of Life 

Dr. James N. McGuire 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
 

† Hymn: I Give All to You  (page 10 ) 

 

† Closing Litany (Titus 2:11-14 NIV) 

Pastor:  For the grace of God has appeared , bringing salvation for all people,. 

People: training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self 
   controlled, upright and godly lives in the present age,  

Pastor:  waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
   Savior Jesus Christ, 

Unison: who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for  
  himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good work.       

 

Benediction 

 

Welcome, Announcements, and Prayers 
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O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
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Crown Him with Many Crowns 


