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Welcome to Worship

March 2, 2025

Gathering Song: Thy Word (Page 7)

T Call to Worship (1 Chronicles 29:10b-13)

Pastor: Praise to you, LORD, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.

People: Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the
splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours.

Pastor:  Yours, LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. Wealth and honor
come from you; you are the ruler of all things.

People: Inyour hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.

Unison: Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.
T Hymn: The Love of God (Pages 8-9)

T Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer

T Standing as you are able



First Scripture Readings
Reader: Lisa Lochrie
2 Corinthians 1:12-22 Responsive

2 Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the
world, and especially in our relations with you, with integrity and godly sincerity. We have
done so, relying not on worldly wisdom but on God’s grace.

3 For we do not write you anything you cannot read or understand. And I hope that,™* as you
have understood us in part, you will come to understand fully that you can boast of us just as
we will boast of you in the day of the Lord Jesus.

>Because | was confident of this, | wanted to visit you first so that you might benefit twice. *°|
wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia and to come back to you from Macedonia, and
then to have you send me on my way to Judea. ' Was | fickle when | intended to do this? Or do
I make my plans in a worldly manner so that in the same breath | say both “Yes, yes” and “No,
no”?

8 But as surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not “Yes” and “No.” ** For the Son of
God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us—by me and Silas and Timothy—was
not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has always been “Yes.”

°For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through
him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. ** Now it is God who makes both us and
you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, ** set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in
our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

Colossians 1:15-20 Responsive

>The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. ¥ Eorin him all
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.

7 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. '® And he is the head of the
body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in eve-
rything he might have the supremacy.

¥ For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, ?° and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his
blood, shed on the cross.
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This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

* Hymn: Come, Share the Lord (Page 9)

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Guest Musician: John Beresford

+ Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures her below,
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Second Scripture Readings
Romans 5:6-11 Responsive

®You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the un-
godly. " Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person
someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

?Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved
from God’s wrath through him! % Eor if, while we were God’s enemies, we were rec-
onciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been recon-
ciled, shall we be saved through his life!

' Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.



Hebrews 9:24-28 Responsive

**For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy of the true
one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.

% Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters
the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. > Otherwise Christ would
have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world.

But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sac-
rifice of himself.

% Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 2*so Christ was
sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear
sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Sermon: The Certainties of God’s Promises in Jesus Christ
Dr. James N. McGuire



The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
T The Apostles Creed Unison

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

T Prayer of Confession (Psalm 51:1-7) Unison

! Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.

2Wash away all my iniquity

and cleanse me from my sin.
*For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is always before me.

* Against you, you only, have | sinned

and done what is evil in your sight,

so that you are proved right when you speak
and justified when you judge.

>Surely | was sinful at birth,

sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
®Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;
you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.

’ Cleanse me with hyssop, and | will be clean;
wash me, and | will be whiter than snow.

Receiving the Elements of the Lord’s Supper



+ Hymn: The Lord’s Prayer (Pages 10-11)

Responsive Litany (selections from Romans 5)

Pastor: Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God.

People: For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of
light and find our what pleases the Lord.

Pastor: Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from
the Spirit.

Unison: Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the
Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Benediction

Welcome, Announcements, and Prayers



To Our Visitors

We welcome you and hope our worship enables you to draw near to God through Christ Jesus, and
that you feel welcome among us. Please sign our guest book in the Narthex.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:17

Prayer needs

Toddler Hudson, brain tumor

Art, healing from by-pass

Maureen, new treatment for cancer

Jenn, improved health

Jean, friend of Cheri, breast cancer

Pastor Scott McKee—cancer

Elder Jack E, improving eyesight

Senie E, Pain in back/legs

Our children, who are learning about
Jesus at home and in Sunday School

Claudine’s uncle, Richard, improving

Patty B’s friend Patricia, brain cancer

Foster child, Julio, for love and behavior

Anna, kidney health, pain relief

Jen’s friend’s son, Everett, age 14

February Giving, $14,554

Thank you for your faithful giving.

Prayer needs

Bunny, for continued strength

Bernard, Brenda’s brother, home for further recuperation
Brother-in-law of Cheri and Ray Boone

Sue Work, for continued lung improvement

Lisa, Pastor’s niece, multiple cancers

Johnny, injury in a fall, not doing well, and wife, Betty
Diane, friend of Cheri, fall with injury

Friend of Bruce’s co-worker, Elaine, stage 3 ovarian cancer
Tammi, dealing with Father’s dementia

Ken, BeVv’s son-in-law, Parkinson’s and back pain. To Identify
best doctors for treatment.

Continue to uphold Kent Puzzuoli and family as they grieve
the death of Benita.

Please pray for our Elders for wisdom to diligently pro-
mote the spiritual care and growth of the congregation.

Heidelberg Catechism: Q 58: How does the article concerning “Life Everlasting” comfort you?

Even as | already now experience in my heart the beginning of eternal joy, so after this life | will have
perfect blessedness such as no eye has seen, no ear has heard, no man has ever imagined:

a blessedness in which to praise God eternally.



