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Welcome to Worship

March 9, 2025

Gathering Song: Shine On Us (Page 6)

T Call to Worship (Psalm 105:1,5a, 45 b)

Pastor: O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the
peoples!

People: Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works!
Pastor: Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!
People: Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his presence continually!

Unison: Remember the wondrous works that he has done. Praise the LORD!

+ Hymn: How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds (Page 7)

T Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer

t Standing as you are able



First Scripture Readings
Reader:
Acts 9:1-9 Responsive

! Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He
went to the high priest > and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he
found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as
prisoners to Jerusalem.

* As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around
him. *He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?”

> “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. * “Now get up and go into the city, and
you will be told what you must do.”

"The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see
anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So
they led him by the hand into Damascus. ° For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink
anything.

1 Corinthians 6: 9-14, 18-20 Responsive

?Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be de-
ceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with
men '®nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the
kingdom of God.

1 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

124 have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right
to do anything” —but | will not be mastered by anything. *> You say, “Food for the stomach and
the stomach for food, and God will destroy them both.” The body, however, is not meant for
sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 By his power God raised the
Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.

8 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but
whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body. >>>>>>
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¥ Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you
have received from God? You are not your own; *° you were bought at a price. Therefore honor
God with your bodies.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

+ Hymn: All Things Bright and Beautiful (Page 9)

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

Offertory:

T Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures her below,
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Second Scripture Readings

Hebrews 12:3-11 Responsive
* Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and
lose heart.

*In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.
> And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a
father addresses his son? It says,

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,

and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,

because the Lord disciplines the one he loves,

and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” >>>>>



” Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not
disciplined by their father? ®If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—
then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all.

 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it.
How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! *° They disciplined us for
a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may
share in his holiness.

“No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a har-
vest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

2 Corinthians 2:5-11 Responsive

> If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of you to
some extent—not to put it too severely. ° The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is
sufficient. ’ Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be over-
whelmed by excessive sorrow. 21 urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him.

? Another reason | wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in eve-
rything. *° Anyone you forgive, | also forgive. And what I have forgiven—if there was anything
to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, ' in order that Satan might not
outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.

Sermon
Have Mercy on Me
Dr. James N. McGuire

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness (Page 10)



Closing Litany (from Ephesians 2)
Pastor: As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live
when you followed the ways of the world.
People: We were by nature deserving of wrath.

Pastor: But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.

People: God raised us up and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.

Unison: For it is by grace that you have been saved through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

Welcome, Announcements, and Prayers



To Our Visitors

We welcome you and hope our worship enables you to draw near to God through Christ Jesus, and
that you feel welcome among us. Please sign our guest book in the Narthex.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:17

Prayer needs

Toddler Hudson, brain tumor

Art, healing from by-pass

Maureen, new treatment for cancer

Jenn, improved health

Jean, friend of Cheri, breast cancer

Pastor Scott McKee—cancer

Elder Jack E, improving eyesight

Senie E, Pain in back/legs

Our children, who are learning about
Jesus at home and in Sunday School

Claudine’s uncle, Richard, improving

Patty B’s friend Patricia, brain cancer

Foster child, Julio, for love and behavior

Anna, kidney health, pain relief

Jen’s friend’s son, Everett, age 14

March giving to date: $7,070

Thank you for your faithful giving.

Heidleberg Catechism: #59

Prayer needs

Bunny, for continued strength

Bernard, Brenda’s brother, home for further recuperation
Brother-in-law of Cheri and Ray Boone

Sue Work, for continued lung improvement

Lisa, Pastor’s niece, multiple cancers

Johnny, injury in a fall, not doing well, and wife, Betty
Diane, friend of Cheri, fall with injury

Friend of Bruce’s co-worker, Elaine, stage 3 ovarian cancer
Tammi, dealing with Father’s dementia

Ken, BeVv’s son-in-law, Parkinson’s and back pain. To Identify
best doctors for treatment.

Continue to uphold Kent Puzzuoli and family as they grieve
the death of Benita.

Please pray for our Elders for wisdom to diligently pro-
mote the spiritual care and growth of the congregation.

Q. What good does it do to you, however, to believe all this?

A. In Christ | am right with God and heir to life everlasting.



