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Welcome to Worship

March 16, 2025

Gathering Song: The Blood of Jesus (Page 6)

T Call to Worship (Psalm 107:1,2a, 9, 21,22 ESV)
Pastor: Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his steadfast love endures forever!

People: Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he has redeemed from trouble.
Pastor: For he satisfies the longing soul and the hungry soul he fills with good things.

People: Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wondrous works to the
children of man!

Unison: And let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of his deeds in songs of joy!

T Hymn: Rejoice, the LORD is King (Page 7)

T Invocation and the LORD’s Prayer

t Standing as you are able



First Scripture Readings
Reader: Carolyn Sharpe
John 1:1-18 Responsive

! In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. * He was
with God in the beginning. > Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made. *In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. > The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God whose name was John. ” He came as a witness to testify
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. ® He himself was not the light; he
came only as a witness to the light.

®The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. *° He was in the world,
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. ** He came to
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.

12yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to be-
come children of God— * children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God.

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

13 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one | spoke about when |
said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.””)

' Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. *’ For the law
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ** No one has ever seen
God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Fa-
ther, has made him known.

Revelation 19:11-21 Responsive

1| saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called
Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. ** His eyes are like blazing fire, and on
his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself.

B He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. '* The armies of
heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and
clean. > Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.
“He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of
God Almighty. *° On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:
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KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS

Y And | saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in mid-
air, “Come, gather together for the great supper of God, 850 that you may eat the flesh of
kings, generals, and the mighty, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and
slave, great and small.”

®Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage
war against the rider on the horse and his army. 2° But the beast was captured, and with it
the false prophet who had performed the signs on its behalf. With these signs he had delud-
ed those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The two of them
were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 2 The rest were killed with the
sword coming out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged them
selves on their flesh.

This is the Word of the LORD

Thanks be to God

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

T Hymn: | Will Sing of My Redeemer (Page 8)

Offertory: “Open My Eyes, That | May See” arr: Yuta Sugano

+ Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.



Second Scripture Readings
Colossians 2:6-15 Responsive

®So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as LORD, continue to live your lives in him,
" rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing
with thankfulness.

#See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which
depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on
Christ.

?For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, *®and in Christ you have been
brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. ™ In him you were also cir-
cumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands.

Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, 12 having
been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith
in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.

3 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made

you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, ** having canceled the charge of our legal
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the
cross. > And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them by the cross.

2 Corinthians 2: 12-17 Responsive

> Now when | went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the LORD had
opened a door for me, *1 still had no peace of mind, because | did not find my brother Ti-
tus there. So | said goodbye to them and went on to Macedonia.

' But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession and
uses us to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere.

> For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those
who are perishing. 7o the one we are an aroma that brings death; to the other, an aroma
that brings life. And who is equal to such a task?

7 Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we
speak before God with sincerity, as those sent from God.
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This is the Word of the LORD
Thanks be to God

Sermon
The Sweet Fragrance of Christ
Dr. James N. McGuire

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn: So Send | You (page 9)

Closing Litany (from Revelation 5)

Pastor: They sang a new song, saying:

People: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain and
with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and
people and nation You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our
God, and they will reign on the earth.”

Pastor: Then | looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thou—
sands, and ten thousands times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living
creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they were saying:

People: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
strength and honor and glory and praise.”

Pastor: Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and on the sea, and all that is in
them, saying:

Unison: “ To him who sits on the throne and the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and
power, for ever and ever!” Amen!

Benediction

Welcome, Announcements, and Prayers



Easter is Coming!!
Palm Sunday will be observed on April 13.
Tenebrae service will be on April 18 at 6 PM.
Easter will be joyfully celebrated on April 20.

If you wish to order a lily, you may do so beginning next
week. See Annette Mathers. (The price has increased to
$12. Cash only, if possible.)




To Our Visitors

We welcome you and hope our worship enables you to draw near to God through Christ Jesus, and
that you feel welcome among us. Please sign our guest book in the Narthex.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:17

Prayer needs

Toddler Hudson, brain tumor

Art, healing from by-pass

Maureen, new treatment for cancer

Jenn, improved health

Pastor Scott McKee—cancer

Elder Jack E, improving eyesight

Senie E, Pain in back/legs

Our children, who are learning about
Jesus at home and in Sunday School

Claudine’s uncle, Richard, improving

Patty B’s friend Patricia, brain cancer

Foster child, Julio, for love and behavior

Anna, kidney health, pain relief

Jen’s friend’s son, Everett, age 14

Max, Annette’s grandson, ruptured

appendix

Offering on March 9: $2,285
March giving to date: $9,356

Heidelberg Catechism: #59

Prayer needs

Sherry, Pastor’s sister, hospitalized with heart attack
Bunny, for continued strength

Brother-in-law of Cheri and Ray Boone

Sue Work, for continued lung improvement

Lisa, Pastor’s niece, multiple cancers

Johnny, injury in a fall, not doing well, and wife, Betty
Diane, friend of Cheri, fall with injury

Friend of Bruce’s co-worker, Elaine, stage 3 ovarian cancer
Tammi, dealing with Father’s dementia

Ken, BeVv’s son-in-law, Parkinson’s and back pain. To Identify
best doctors for treatment.

Continue to uphold Kent Puzzuoli and family as they grieve
the death of Benita.

Please pray for our Elders for wisdom to diligently pro-
mote the spiritual care and growth of the congregation.

This week there are mass killings of Christians in Syria.
Entire families and entire churches are targeted.

Pray for these brothers and sisters, also in Congo.

Q. What good does it do to you, however, to believe all this?

A. In Christ | am right with God and heir to life everlasting.



