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Welcome to Worship

March 30, 2025

Gathering Song: Praise the Savior, Ye Who Know Him (Page 7)

T Call to Worship (1 Chronicles 29:10b-13)

Pastor: Praise be to you, Lord, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.

People: Yours, Lord is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the
splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours.

Pastor: Yours, Lord, is the kingdom: you are exalted as head over it all. Wealth and honor
come from you; you are the ruler of all things.

People: In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.

Unison: Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.

T Hymn: Not | but Christ (Page 8)

T Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer

t Standing as you are able



First Scripture Readings
Reader: Justin Isles
Psalm 50:1-15 Responsive

' The Mighty One, God, the LORD,

speaks and summons the earth

from the rising of the sun to where it sets.
% From Zion, perfect in beauty,

God shines forth.

*Our God comes
and will not be silent;
a fire devours before him,
and around him a tempest rages.

* He summons the heavens above,

and the earth, that he may judge his people:

Gather to me this consecrated people,

who made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”

® And the heavens proclaim his righteousness,
for he is a God of justice.
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“Listen, my people, and | will speak;
I will testify against you, Israel:
| am God, your God.
o bring no charges against you concerning your sacrifices

or concerning your burnt offerings, which are ever before me.

?| have no need of a bull from your stall
or of goats from your pens,
%for every animal of the forest is mine,
and the cattle on a thousand hills.
| know every bird in the mountains,
and the insects in the fields are mine.
21f | were hungry | would not tell you,
for the world is mine, and all that is in it.
B Do I eat the flesh of bulls
or drink the blood of goats?
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21f | were hungry | would not tell you,

for the world is mine, and all that is in it.
Do | eat the flesh of bulls

or drink the blood of goats?

14 “sacrifice thank offerings to God,
fulfill your vows to the Most High,
>and call on me in the day of trouble;
| will deliver you, and you will honor me.”

1 John 5:18-21 Responsive

¥ \We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of God
keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them.

We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the
evil one. 2 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so
that we may know him who is true.

And we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal
life.

2 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.

T Hymn: Why Should He Love Me So? (Page 9)

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory: “Trust and Obey” arr: Dr. Yuta Sugano



Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Second Scripture Readings
John 1:1-18 Responsive

YIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. >He was
with God in the beginning. > Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made. * In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. > The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God whose name was John. ’ He came as a witness to testify
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. ® He himself was not the light; he
came only as a witness to the light.

°The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. *° He was in the world,
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. ** He came to
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. **Yet to all who did receive him, to
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— ** children born
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

1> (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one | spoke about when |
said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.””)

' out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. *’ For the law
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. *No one has ever seen
God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the
Father, has made him known.

2 Corinthians 4:4-18 Responsive
! The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of
the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. ®> For what we preach is
not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.
>>>>>



®For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness made his light shine in our hearts to give
us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God
and not from us. ®We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in
despair; o persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.

%We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
revealed in our body. " Eor we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’
sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 1260 then, death is at work in
us, but life is at work in you.

131t is written: “I believed; therefore | have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit of faith, we
also believe and therefore speak, % hecause we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus
from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself. ** All this is for
your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiv-
ing to overflow to the glory of God.

'8 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we
are being renewed day by day. *’ For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. *® So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on
what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Sermon: What We See in the Face of Christ
Dr. James N. McGuire

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn: How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds (Page 10)



Responsive Litany (2 Corinthians 4:4-6, 18)

Pastor: The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the
light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

People: For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your
servants for Jesus’ sake.

Pastor: For God, who said, “Let light shine our of darkness” has made his light shine in our
heart to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of

Christ.

Unison: So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

Benediction

Welcome, Announcements, and Prayers



Easter is Coming!!
Palm Sunday will be observed on April 13.
Tenebrae service will be on Thursday, April 17 at 6 PM.
Easter will be joyfully celebrated on April 20.

If you wish to order a lily, you may do so today and for
the next 3 weeks. See Annette Mathers. (The price has
increased to $12. Cash only, if possible.)



To Our Visitors

We welcome you and hope our worship enables you to draw near to God through Christ Jesus, and
that you feel welcome among us. Please sign our guest book in the Narthex.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:17

Prayer needs

Toddler Hudson, brain tumor

Art, healing from by-pass

Maureen, new treatment for cancer

Jenn, improved health

Pastor Scott McKee—cancer

Elder Jack E, improving eyesight

Senie E, very lll at home

Our children, who are learning about
Jesus at home and in Sunday School

Claudine’s uncle Richard, improving

Patty B’s friend Patricia, brain cancer

Foster child, Julio, for love and behavior

Anna, kidney health, pain relief

Jen’s friend’s son, Everett, age 14

Max, Annette’s grandson, ruptured

appendix

Offering on March 23: $2, 544
March giving to date: $11,900

Prayer needs

Sherry, Pastor’s sister, hospitalized with heart attack
Bunny, in Hospice

Brother-in-law of Cheri and Ray Boone

Sue Work, for continued lung improvement

Lisa, Pastor’s niece, multiple cancers

Johnny, injury in a fall, not doing well, and wife, Betty
Diane, friend of Cheri, fall with injury

Tammi, dealing with Father’s dementia

Bev, Surgery on Wednesday

Elaine’s great-aunt able to go home

Continue to uphold Kent Puzzuoli and family as they grieve
the death of Benita.

Elcia, friend of Electrica, surgery for very large goiter.

Please pray for our Elders for wisdom to diligently pro-
mote the spiritual care and growth of the congregation.

Beginning this week, we are happy to offer a mid-week
Bible study. Wednesday at 6-7:30 pm is the time.
Come and enjoy the study and the fellowship.

Heidelberg Catechism. Q. Why do you say that by faith alone you are right with God?

A. It is not because of any value my faith has that God is pleased with me. Only Christ’s satisfaction,
righteousness, and holiness make me right with God. And | can receive this righteousness and make it

mine in no other way than by faith alone.



